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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 
 
Dispatch and Distribution of the sixth round relief food ration 
starts 
As of 14 January, 29 per cent of the 51,520 MT of food allocated for the sixth round of relief 
food round was dispatched across the country. The distribution of the sixth round ration 
started last week, with 3 per cent of the total allocation distributed. Some 3.2 million people 
will receive the sixth round at full ration and food basket.  The corn soya blend (CSB) will be 
channeled through the on-going TSF program.   
 
As of the same date, four of seven relief food rounds initially planned for 2014 were fully 
distributed, while 89 per cent of the fifth relief food round was distributed to 3.2 million 
beneficiaries. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

Additional refugee camp sites identified in Gambella region 
The Administration for Refugees and Returnees Affairs (ARRA) approved two new refugee 
camp sites in Gambella region: Koben site located at 43kms from Gambella town and Cholan 
site located at 18kms from the town. UNHCR and ARRA conducted site assessments to 
determine capacity and suitability of the two sites. Accordingly, Koben site, which has the 
capacity to accommodate 50,000 people, will be prioritized for development once regional 
authorities endorse the suggested sites. Although UNHCR and partners acknowledge the 
need to speedily develop the new camp, funding shortfalls remain a challenge.  
 
The humanitarian community had urged regional authorities to expedite the identification of 
new camp sites to accommodate the growing number of South Sudanese refugee arrivals in 
western Ethiopia. Nearly 195,000 South Sudanese refugees crossed the Ethiopian border 
since the eruption of the conflict in South Sudan in mid-December 2013.  
 
Meanwhile, UNHCR, with support from IOM, relocated all 9,139 refugees (967 
unaccompanied and separated children) willing to relocate from Akobo and Pagak entry 
points, Matar way station and Pamdong transit site to the existing Pugnido camp. For more 
information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 

 
WaSH Update 
Critical water shortages were reported in Dilo woreda of Borena zone, Kumbi and Meyu 
Muluke woredas of East Hararge zone, and in Burka Dimtu, Hawi Gudina and Mieso woredas 
of West Hararge zone of Oromia region last week.  Four water trucks provided water to more 
than 10,000 drought-affected people in these areas. Seven additional water trucks were 
needed to fully meet the emergency water needs in the region.  
 
More than 135,000 people in Afar, Amhara and SNNP regions also face water shortages. Of 
particular concern are the lowlands of Amhara region, including Beyeda, East Belessa, 
Tselemt, Jan Amora and Wegera woredas in North Gondar zone, Sehala, Sekota and Ziquala 
woredas in Waghimera zone, and some kebeles bordering Afar region. In addition, more than 
300,000 people in Somali region (in 201 kebeles) are at high risk for serious water shortages 
in the coming weeks.  As the dry season progresses, additional kebeles in the region are 
expected to face water scarcities, especially if the gu (April-June) rains are delayed. Flooding 
and large percentages of non-functional water schemes in the chronically drought-affected 
areas exacerbated the water problem. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Separately, a joint monitoring mission in Somali region revealed that nearly 5,850 students in 
flood-affected areas of Shabelle zone require education in emergency (EiE) support. In Afar 
region, 32 formal schools and 20 alternative basic education (ABEs) structures were partially 
damaged by flooding and need to be repaired. Due to funding shortfalls however, the 
Education Cluster was unable to mount an EiE intervention in the affected areas. Education is 
one of the least funded sectors in 2014 with only 41 per cent of its requirements funded as of 
the end of the year. For more information, contact: mshenkut@unicef.org 
 

Key Issues: 
 The distribution of the sixth 

round relief food ration 
started last week for 3.2 
million relief food 
beneficiaries nationwide.    

 UNHCR and partners will 
expedite the development of 
the new Koben camp in 
Gambella region despite 
funding shortfalls.   

 Four of 11 water trucks 
requested for Oromia are 
operating in Borena, East 
Hararge and West Hararge 
zones 
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